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Why does the health of
ecosystems matter?
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Why should we care about deforestation?




Why care about The Great Pacific Garbage Patch!?
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Why care about the growing extinction rate!




“Most of the extinctions that have occurred in the last
three hundred years have occurred in the last fifty. And
most of the extinctions that have occurred in the last
fifty have occurred in the last ten. It is the sheer rate
of acceleration that is as terrifying as anything else. Ve
are now heaving more than a thousand different

species of animals and plants off the planet every year.”

Douglas Adams & Mark Cawardine

Last Chance to See (London: Pan Books, 1991) pp204-205

DOUGLAS ADAMS

o MARK CARWARDINE
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Foundations for Environmentalism
Secular Attempts to Solve the Problem
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® Appeal to emotion
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Foundations for Environmentalism
Secular Attempts to Solve the Problem

® Appeal to emotion
® Show how environmental care benefits us

® (Claim that “we owe it to future generations”
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May we //(/e long ana’ die out

The Voluntary Human Extinction movement
www.vhemt.org
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“WWe are a plague on the earth”
Sir David Attenborough
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® Point out that we are closely related to animals



6% of our DNA in common



Carbon atoms in common



60% of our DNA in common
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Foundations for Environmentalism
Secular Attempts to Solve the Problem

® Appeal to emotion
® Show how environmental care benefits us
® (Claim that “we owe it to future generations”

® Point out that we are closely related to animals

® (Claim that the natural world has “rights”



Energy Use Per Capita
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www.economicshelp.org | Source: World Bank




Then God said, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping

thing that creeps upon the earth.”

Genesis 1:26 (RSV)



Maltbie Davenport Babcock
(1858-1901)



This is my Father's world,
And to my list'ning ears
All nature sings, and round me rings

The music of the spheres.

This is my Fathers world:

| rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas—
His hand the wonders wrought.

Maltbie Davenport Babcock




“My Father’s World”: Four Responses
Gratitude
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“My Father’s World”: Four Responses
Gratitude

Image bearing

Hope



“In that coming together, the ‘very good’ that God

spoke over creation at the beginning will be

enhanced, not abolished. The New lestament never
imagines that, when the new heavens and new earth
arrive, God will say, in effect, ‘well, that first creation
wasn't so good after all, was it? Aren’'t you glad

we've got rid of all that space, time and matter?”

N.T. Wright

Surprised by Hope (London: SPCK, 2007) p2/ |




“My Father’s World”: Four Responses
Gratritude

Image bearing
—lope

Love




“Can you identify a greater number of trees or

cars! If the Bible says God knows every flower and

bird, why do we spend so much effort knowing the

names of man-made items. Maybe we're paying
attention to the wrong things. Maybe this is why life
seems so hard. If this is our Father’s world, maybe

we should pay more attention to it.”

|. Matthew Sleeth

Serve God, Save the Planet: A Christian Call to Action (Grand Rapids, Ml: Zondervan, 2007/) p6 |




