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• Clarify a question: e.g. you might ask “what” and 
“why” questions, or find out why your friend asked it.

• Be willing to admit your limitations!
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Sympathise
Hidden assumptions

Apply the Bible

Retell the gospel story

Equip your friend



If God exists, why is there suffering and pain?
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“My argument against God was that 
the universe seemed so cruel and 
unjust. But how had I got this idea 
of just and unjust? A man does not 
call a line crooked unless he has 
some idea of a straight line. ”

C. S. Lewis 
Mere Christianity
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Compassion
= com (with) + passion (suffer)

= to suffer alongside
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“Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at 

home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing 

to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 

compassionate God, slow to anger and 

abounding in love, a God who relents from 

sending calamity. Now, Lord, take away my life, 

for it is better for me to die than to live.”

Jonah 4:1-3
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“Though argument does not create 

conviction, the lack of it destroys belief. What 

seems to be proved may not be embraced; 

but what no one shows the ability to defend 

is quickly abandoned. Rational argument does 

not create belief, but it maintains a climate in 

which belief may flourish.”

Austin Farrer
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Get Involved



Pray
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