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THANK YOU
We want to start by thanking you for your interest 
in Solas. Whether it is through prayer, ministry 
partnership, finances, hosting events, or simply 
sharing what we do with others, you are so vital 
to Solas. We appreciate our Board of Trustees, 
who give up their time and expertise to guide and 
govern Solas. We are thankful for our Council of 
Reference, who endorse Solas, as well as the many 
pastors and others who have commended our 
ministry to others. Thank you to our many 
church partners for hosting our speakers, 
and those who have kindly provided 
accommodation away from home. There 
are a number of Trusts and Foundations 
who have made significant contributions 
to our finances this year, many of whom 
wish to remain anonymous. Nevertheless, 
we wish to record our appreciation to them 
as well. Finally, we thank our individual 
donors from across the UK and abroad, who 
believe in our mission and have chosen to 
partner with us financially. No matter the scale 
of your gift, it has been important to us.

ANNUAL REPORT

 
“People 

found it challenging, 
stimulating and helpful, 

which was so encouraging. One 
piece of feedback from a member 

of our youth group was: ‘Youth group 
was great tonight. There was a guy 
there that actually answered our 

questions!’”
Jamie Davidson, Bishop’s 
Stortford Baptist Church
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My family and I recently had the privilege of 
spending a three-month sabbatical in North 
America, revisiting places we knew from our time 
living in Canada and speaking in churches from 
the East Coast to the West. 

A question I was asked again and again was 
“What’s happening spiritually in the UK?”

Each time, I replied that while the UK can be a 
tough place to do ministry—with its odd mix of 
insipid secularism, cultural relativism, and the 
growth of other religions like Islam—overall, I’m 
tremendously encouraged.

Why? Because as the Solas team and I travel and 
speak across the country, in church after church 
we’re seeing green shoots: people coming to faith, 
returning after years away, or openly exploring 
Christianity.

We’ve noticed this trend informally for some 
years, but now there’s hard data to back it up. A 
growing body of research—most recently from 
the Bible Society’s Quiet Revival report—shows 
that Gen Z (those born between 1997 and 2012), 
far from rejecting belief, are actually more open 
to spirituality than any generation in recent 
memory. 

Indeed, a 10,000-person survey for OnePoll 
revealed that just 13% of under-25s now identify 
as atheist. That’s half the rate of their parents: it 
looks as if Gen Z is now the least atheist generation 
in today’s Britain. 

What an incredible opportunity to engage a 
younger generation who are spiritually open, 
but haven’t yet discovered who Jesus is—or why 
He’s the answer to the questions they’re asking. 
There’s a “quiet revival”—just not quite revival 
yet—but at Solas, we’re thrilled to be part of this 
unfolding story.

Whether it’s mission weeks on university 
campuses, or helping churches run community 
outreach events; whether it’s the 20,000 copies of 
Have You Ever Wondered?—our popular giveaway 
evangelistic book—or the almost two million 
engagements with our short-form videos online 
(with feedback showing we’re reaching the 

unreached), it’s been wonderful to see God at 
work and the growing hunger for real answers. 
As one student remarked: “I find Jesus incredibly 
compelling—now I need to know if this is real.”

We’ve also been busy teaching and training 
in churches up and down the country. We’re 
passionate about equipping Christians with 
practical ways to have natural conversations 
about Jesus with colleagues, classmates, 
friends, and family. If there is a new spiritual 
openness beginning, it’s vital that Christians 
have the confidence to “make the most of every 
opportunity” (Colossians 4:5).

We couldn’t do this work without those who 
faithfully pray and give. If you’re a Solas donor— 
thank you so much! Your partnership in this 
kingdom work means so much to us.

May you know the Lord’s joy and presence this 
year; and may he open up doors for you to share 
the hope you have in Christ with those He brings 
across your path.

I hope you enjoy this Annual Report and the 
deeper dive it does into Solas’s gospel work.

With every blessing

Andy Bannister

Director

DIRECTOR’S REPORT ANDY BANNISTER

Andy and his family enjoying the Rocky 
Mountains in North America

https://ground.news/article/gen-z-far-less-likely-to-be-atheists-than-parents-and-grandparents-new-study-reveals_f5906c
https://www.solas-cpc.org/hyew-book/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/research/quiet-revival
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ABOUT US

WHO WE ARE
Solas (the Gaelic word for light) seeks to share 
the good news of Jesus persuasively and to equip 
Christians for evangelism practically. Based in 
Scotland with a UK-wide reach, Solas does this 
through:

Evangelism

Sharing Jesus with non-Christians

Training

Practically equipping believers to share their faith 
more effectively and confidently

Resources

Producing engaging resources that present the 
gospel and answer objections

OUR VALUES
Passion 
A joy and an excitement about Jesus and the 
difference that He makes

Compassion 
A deep concern for people, not just arguments

Persuasiveness 
Engaging the head, heart and imagination

Church-focus 
Working with local churches and other ministries

Integrity 
Committed to truth and transparency

Generosity 
Speaking as if a person on the other side of the 
debate were present

Breadth 
Working with churches and organisations across 
the evangelical family

Prayer 
Committed to ensuring that prayer is part of the 
DNA of Solas

The Solas team in the Lake District:
Steve, Catherine, Andy, Gavin, Tim, Simon, and David

INVITATION TO PRAYER
Evangelistic ministry is only fruitful when 
the power of the Holy Spirit through 
prayer is present. We are continuing to 
seek even more ways in which prayer can 
be integrated into our work, and can be 
facilitated by our supporters. We invite 
you to pray regularly for the gospel to 
be effectively communicated through all 
that we do at Solas.



OUR PEOPLE
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This past year has seen some significant 
team changes, including the departure of our 
Assistant Director of Operations, Mike Causey, 
for the role of Director of Business Operations 
at Keswick Ministries, and the arrival of Dr Simon 
Wenham as our new full-time Assistant Director 
for Operations and Communications. Simon 
brings with him a wealth of experience from the 
charity sector, including many years in Christian 
parachurch ministry, and has been doing a 
fantastic job to help fit us better operationally for 
the kingdom priorities we are pursuing under our 
new Strategic Plan.

The beginning of 2025 also marked the arrival 
of four new trustees to our board, following the 
departure of four long-standing trustees in the 
previous few months after long periods of service. 
Our four new board members—Revd Dr Bethan 
Willis, Dr Chris Sinkinson, Julia Sloan and Savvas 
Costi—hail from across the UK, as part of our 
efforts to reflect greater geographical diversity 
in our governance, and bring rich and varied 
skill sets to the table, from pastoral ministry and 
academic theology, to the education sector and 
HR and culture. The board - led by chair Derek 
Leith - meet quarterly, including an annual in-
person meeting that alternates location as a 
concrete reminder of our commitment to serve 
the local church across the UK.

STAFF TEAM
Andy Bannister - Director

Simon Wenham - Assistant Director (Operations 
& Communications)

Gavin Matthews - Assistant Director (Scotland)

Steve Osmond - Speaker

Catherine Tomkins - Executive Assistant & 
Project Manager

David Hartnett - Development & 
Communications Manager

Tim Allyn - Events Manager

TRUSTEES
Derek Leith (Chair)

David Galloway

Mike Goss

Chris Sinkinson

Bethan Willis

Julia Sloan

Savvas Costi

COUNCIL OF REFERENCE
Bob Ackroyd - Edinburgh Theological Seminary

Justin Brierley - Author and broadcaster

Esther Dickson - UCCF Scotland

Peter Dickson - Formerly UCCF Scotland

Elaine Duncan - Scottish Bible Society

Fred Drummond - Formerly EA Scotland

Craig Dyer - Hamilton Baptist Church

Richard Fothergill - Filling Station Trust

James Fraser - Former Solas Chair

Martin Hodson - Baptist Union of Scotland

Dez Johnston - Alpha International

John Lennox - Emeritus Professor at Oxford

Eddie Lyle - Formerly Open Doors

Stuart McAllister - Speaker and writer

Michael Ots - Speaker and writer

Lynne Patterson - Evangelical Alliance

Greg Pritchard - European Leadership Forum

Glen Scrivener - Speak Life

Colin Sinclair - Church of Scotland

Mary Jo Sharp - Speaker and writer

Ed Shaw - Living Out

Joel Virgo - Emmanuel Church

Nigel Watts - Precept Ministries UK

Peter Williams - Tyndale House

Sarah Yardley - Emmaus Rd
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THE CALL
Many years ago, sitting in a church in 
Johannesburg, I remember two missionaries 
being invited to share some of the work they were 
involved in around the world, and particularly in 
Europe. They invited the congregation to think 
and pray about whether we were perhaps being 
called to missions work. I remember – although I 
didn’t understand it at the time – the Holy Spirit 
giving me a little nudge. My reaction was akin to 
that of finding a worm in an apple: ”Eewww”. Yes, 
very pious! But years later I find myself in Scotland 
working in the mission field to bring the Good 
News of Jesus to people all around the country – 
and what a wonderful privilege it is!

Once we grasp how God loves all of us and reaches 
out to us with grace and forgiveness, how could 
we not want to go out and share that message 
with those around us – in whatever context the 
Lord has placed us?

In the past year at Solas we have had the amazing 
opportunity to partner with many different 
ministries and organisations to speak at over 50 
evangelistic events across the UK.

HIGHLIGHTS
Two of my highlights come from Christian 
Union events weeks where I was invited to 
speak. I spent a week with Glasgow University 
CU speaking at six events – all in different 
venues. One evening was a pub event on 
the west side where we had a great turnout, 
with lots of guests who had been invited 
by CU members. After the event, I had the 
opportunity to speak to one student for about 
an hour about how Christianity makes sense of 
life. 

The following week I was at Queen Margaret 
University for their CU events week where I had 
lots of great conversations and was able to give 
our Have You Ever Wondered? book to several 
students who are exploring Christianity.

Another highlight was speaking at a church 
outreach event in Glasgow, where I spoke on 
the topic of God and Science. There were many 
science students in the room and we had a great 
time of Q&A after the talk. Many of the students 
were from abroad, and had never heard the 
gospel before! 

ANSWERING OBJECTIONS
Andy spoke at a convention where he was 
introduced to a Chinese man who was struggling 
to accept Christ’s physical resurrection in light of 
his view of natural science. We sent him a copy 
of Have You Ever Wondered? and later the man’s 
friend emailed to say “Thank you for taking 
the time to speak to him despite the language 
difference. I appreciated your attention and 
patience at such a busy event”. We were delighted 
when she emailed back three weeks later to say 
her friend had accepted Christ.

Thank you for lifting us up in prayer as we’ve gone 
out to share the hope of Jesus across the UK.

EVANGELISM STEVE OSMOND

  
“I’ve heard one 

story of... a guy who 
bought a copy of Have You 

Ever Wondered? for his brother, 
who was really searching.  It 

brought him much closer to faith 
and he bought another copy for 

his son!”
Tom Wharin, Minister at 

Chipping Sodbury Baptist 
Church

I find myself in Scotland working in the 
mission field...and what a wonderful 
privilege it is!



EVANGELISM IN ACTION SALTBURN
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“Thank you for all you do and share. It’s a real 
encouragement. I recently read your Launch 
Pad article 45 on running a book stall. I am 
thinking of getting this off the ground, and I 
would like to purchase a suitable table cover to 
help promote this. If you were agreeable I was 
thinking of using the graphics for your recent 
book Have You Ever Wondered? I would like to 
make this book a key feature of the book stall.”  
Adam Reed, vicar of Saltburn

We were delighted to hear that our Launch Pad 
series had inspired someone in this way, and that 
Adam was prepared to put the idea into action. 
Our team helped him to design a banner for his 
book stall, and he later got in touch to let us know 
how he’d used it at a men’s breakfast at a local 
pub: “I set up the stall and told the 20 or so there 
about my vision for it. Some there had a look and 
took books away with them. But at the end of the 
morning as I was packing it away, the barman 
came over and said he was interested in taking 
a couple of books away. So he went away with a 
copy of Have You Ever Wondered? and also one of 
Making Sense of Life [by Michael Ots].”

We have heard many stories about how Have You 
Ever Wondered? has been given away to intrigued 
individuals—and it wasn’t the first time that 
the bar or cafe staff at an event have been the 
curious ones! Adam also invited Solas to come to 
the Guisborough Deanery in June for a Confident 
Christianity training session with a number of 
churches in their diocese. 

Steve Osmond delivered a morning of three 
seminars to the gathering of clergy and laypeople  
in Saltburn-by-the-Sea. He spoke on sharing 
testimonies, simplifying our theological language, 
engaging the apathetic, and steps to deepening 
conversational skills. We hope this will lead 
to further work with some of the churches 
represented there.

Our relationship with Adam is an excellent 
example of how our online work, book 
publications and in-person training are equipping 
churches for evangelistic work across the UK.

Adam’s Giveaway Book Stall

Steve Osmond at Confident Christianity in Guisborough

https://www.solas-cpc.org/launch-pad-47-take-a-stand/


8

Confident Christianity remains the flagship 
training initiative of Solas. At its heart, the goal 
is not simply to provide answers, but to equip 
Christians to respond winsomely, persuasively, 
and with grace—even when they don’t have all 
the answers. Our vision is to help believers step 
into conversations that open up, rather than shut 
down, and to speak about Jesus in ways that are 
confident, compassionate, and compelling.

NEW FORMATS
Over the last twelve months, Solas partnered 
with churches and organisations across the UK 
(and Guernsey) to host 13 Confident Christianity 
events in a variety of formats (see map). These 
ranged from evening engagements and half-day 
conferences, to full-day events and series of three 
or four sessions.

The latter allow churches to explore deeper 
engagement with evangelism across multiple 
sessions.

MORE OPPORTUNITIES
A new development in 2025 has been the decision 
to offer midweek Confident Christianity evening 
sessions for only the cost of travel, waiving the 
usual hosting fee. This approach has made 
events significantly more accessible—especially 
for smaller churches or those in areas less likely 
to host a conference. It has already opened doors 
to communities we may not have otherwise 
reached. The midweek offer also fits well with 
speaker availability, making this both a strategic 
and sustainable model.   

One particularly encouraging addition this year 
has been the inclusion of the book Have You 
Ever Wondered? as a free gift for new supporters 
at Confident Christianity events. With nearly 

20,000 copies sold, this book continues to spark 
conversations about life, meaning, and faith—and 
makes a great gift for those exploring Christianity.

Although we ran slightly fewer Confident 
Christianity events than the previous year—due 
in part to Andy Bannister being on sabbatical—
we have already lined up a full calendar of events 
for the rest of 2025, and we’re excited for what’s 
ahead.

With our three staff speakers Andy, Gavin 
Matthews and Steve Osmond, and the support 
of in-house events managers, along with 
trusted guest speakers like Gareth Black, Ben 
Thomas, Sara Stevenson and Jared Michelson, 
we are increasingly equipped to serve churches 
across the UK with high-impact, gospel-focused 
evangelism training.

CONFIDENT CHRISTIANITY

Confident Christianity Locations
Other Speaking Engagements

We have already lined up a full calendar 
of events for the rest of 2025, and we’re 
excited for what’s ahead.

https://www.solas-cpc.org/event/2025-special/


PARTNER TRAINING GAVIN MATTHEWS
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We value our partnerships in the gospel very 
highly and count it as a huge privilege to serve 
churches of many types, along with theological 
institutions, student organisations, and youth 
ministries. Our role in these contexts is to equip 
Christians to share their faith more confidently, 
effectively, and winsomely. 

EQUIPPING FOR EVERYDAY 
EVANGELISM
The recent Finding Jesus report from the 
Evangelical Alliance highlights the fact that, for a 
huge number of people who become Christians 
in the UK, the personal witness and life of a 
Christian friend was pivotal to their conversion. 
While clergy and other full-time Christian workers 
are important, equipping every Christian to share 
the gospel is a critical part of reaching the UK for 
Christ.

WORKING WITH OTHERS
•	 Churches: In places such as Kirkliston near 

Edinburgh, Solas speakers have helped 
congregations think through issues of culture 
and the gospel, and how we share our faith. 

•	 Workplace Christian groups: In groups like 
the Lloyds Bank Christian Network, Solas has 
trained believers to make a clearer stand for 
Jesus amongst colleagues. 

•	 CU and Scripture Union events: In Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Dundee, Southampton, and York, 
students have been equipped to tackle their 
non-Christian friends’ questions and 
objections concerning the Christian 
faith. 

•	 Guest Preaching: Slots in Sunday 
services have seen Andy, 
Steve, and myself addressing 
congregations across the UK, on 
a range of topics, such as bold 
evangelism in Acts, forgiveness, 
God’s love as our motivation for 
mission, and many more subjects. 

•	 Mission Conferences: Evangelism 

training has been delivered for groups such 
as  the  United Free Church of Scotland, the CS 
Lewis Institute, and ShareWord Global. 

•	 Training for Ministry: Solas has taught 
theological students training for ministry 
(e.g. at London School of Theology and Faith 
Mission), as well as Christian workers (e.g. 
Rock UK and UCCF), among many others.

We count it a joy and honour to serve in 
partnership with so many churches and ministry 
partners across the length and breadth of the UK.

Gavin Matthews with  
the CS Lewis Institute in Belfast

  

“equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of 

Christ.”
Ephesians 4:12

https://www.solas-cpc.org/andy-at-the-southampton-university-christian-union/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/the-gathering-of-the-united-free-chruch/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/lloyds-bank-christian-network/
https://www.eauk.org/resources/what-we-offer/reports/finding-jesus
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Looking back over our Solas website recently, I 
was really surprised at just how many resources 
Solas produces, considering the small size of our 
team. There have been so many encouraging 
things – the PEP Talk podcast, our ever-growing 
list of Short Answers videos, and all the different 
interviews and articles. Here are a few highlights 
that are worth mentioning.

SHORT ANSWERS
At Solas, we love answering the tough questions 
that sceptics and seekers are asking. One of the 
ways we do this is the Short Answers videos. We 
try to make them short, clear, sometimes funny, 
but always relevant. Every other week we release 
another, and now they are a treasure trove – a gift 
that keeps on giving! Hardly a week goes by when 
we don’t hear an encouraging story about how a 
video helped someone with a question they were 
thinking through, or a question that they’ve had 
from a friend. A young lady who worked her way 
through them all, for example, said how crucial 
they were in helping her come to put her faith in 
Christ. 

Some of my recent favourites have been: 
Does Artificial Intelligence (AI) Disprove God?, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Is Atheism Irrational?, Is Christianity Just a Scam?, 
and Why Are So Many Christians Such Awful People? 
These represent just a few of the questions 
we hear as we’re out engaging with different 
audiences.

SCIENCE AND FAITH
In 2025, we also kicked off a new series of articles 
titled Lab Notes from the Faithful, where we 

interview scientists from different backgrounds, 
working in different fields, about their scientific 
work as well as their Christian faith, and how 
the two complement each other rather than 
conflict. It’s been such an interesting series, and 
we’ve been blessed with a variety of wonderful 
guests – ranging from galactic archaeologists to 
evolutionary geneticists working in the field of 
botany at some of the most respected institutions. 
We even interviewed a leading Professor in the 
field of sociology who has spent much of her 
research career focussing on the interaction of 
faith and the world of the sciences. After reading 
any of these articles it’s clear that there really 
is no conflict. Rather, science – in all its many 
forms – makes much more sense if God exists. 

Please continue to pray that these great 
resources would be shared by more Christians 
so those who are curious, sceptical or 
questioning will be exposed to the wonderful 

truth of the gospel. 

RESOURCES  STEVE OSMOND

  
“The Short 

Answers video series 
is an excellent resource 

which I use at our church ‘Drop 
In’ cafe... The recent and ongoing 
Christianity/Faith/Science themed 

written articles featured in the Solas 
newsletter have been a great asset 

that I have been able to share 
with sceptics.”

Robin Turton, Hawick

https://www.solas-cpc.org/category/video/shortanswers/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/does-artificial-intelligence-disprove-god/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/category/podcast/pep-talk/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/why-are-so-many-christians-such-awful-people/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/tag/lab-notes-from-the-faithful/


SOCIAL MEDIA
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As social media channels evolve, we have adapted 
our content to the short video formats (Reels on 
Facebook and Instagram, along with YouTube 
Shorts). The podcast is also available on multiple 
platforms such as Apple Podcasts, Spotify and 
Amazon Music.

Our goals are to intrigue new audiences with 
provocative questions and answers around the 
Christian faith. Many responses, comments, 
and engagements indicate a real mix of those 
interested in spirituality, antagonistic characters, 
and Christians encouraged by having their own 
doubts addressed.

The latter half of this year has seen Andy 
Bannister work on developing a TikTok channel, 
seeing incredible uptake of over 160,000 views 
in the first nine months. Across all channels, 
Andy’s one-minute videos have had nearly 
two million views this year.

The top performer was this short ‘Why Am I Not A 
Muslim?’, with nearly one million views across five 
platforms.

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK
INSTAGRAM

Subcribers/Followers

INSTAGRAM
Views: 1,200,000 total
Reach: 718,600 (up 1.6K%)
Engagements: 57,300 (up 46,900) 

YOUTUBE
Views: 56,800 (up 14%)
Impressions: 504,800
Returning Viewers:  
69% (long form), 20% (Shorts)

FACEBOOK
Views: 133,500 total
Reach: 96,000 (up 159%)
Engagements: 5,600 (up 12%)

ONE 
MILLION 
VIEWS

https://www.tiktok.com/@andygbannister
https://www.instagram.com/solascpc/
https://www.youtube.com/solascpc
https://www.facebook.com/solascpc
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The Solas fiscal year runs to 30 June, and the 
figures presented here are subject to final sign-
off by our trustees and accountants (Innes & 
Partners of Inverness). Both income 
and expenditure increased over the 
last year, with income increasing by 
over £28,000 and expenditure rising 
by a more modest £23,000.

We have been pleased over the past 
two years to shift and diversify our 
balance of income towards individual 
donors (and associated gift aid) and 
away from reliance on grants from 
trusts and foundations.

Staffing costs as always are our 
largest expenditure category, as we 
seek to provide a fair employment 
package for our valuable team.

GIVING
As always, a ministry like ours 
depends heavily on donations, both 
from individuals and groups. Most of 
our evangelistic work and resources 
must be provided free of charge for 
seekers and sceptics, so we rely on 
other Christians to provide financial 
backing. We are delighted to offer the 
recently launched 10th Anniversary 
edition of Andy Bannister’s book, The 
Atheist Who Didn’t Exist, as a gift to all 
our new monthly donors. 

OUR FINANCES

INCOME 
£262,717

EXPENDITURE 
£301,671

Governance
£8,934

Direct Costs
£28,566

Support Costs
£15,107

Staff Costs
£249,064

Other
£ 6,704

Grants
£103,081

Activites
£ 16,527

Gift Aid
£22,771

Donations
£ 113,634

         
“I discovered 

Solas through your 
short videos on sharing 

the gospel, which have been 
a huge encouragement. I love 

supporting smaller, local 
gospel initiatives!”

Rachel

https://solas-cpc.org/book-offer/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/the-atheist-who-didnt-exist-revised-edition/
https://www.solas-cpc.org/the-atheist-who-didnt-exist-revised-edition/
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2010 - GOSPEL IN THE PUBLIC 
SQUARE
With New Atheism riding high off the back 
of Richard Dawkins’s The God Delusion, David 
Robertson, pastor of St Peter’s Free Church in 
Dundee, wrote The Dawkins Letters in response. 
Solas Centre for Public Christianity was then 
set up by former Scottish National Party leader 
Gordon Wilson (Chair of the Board) and David 
(Director) to help Christians defend and share 
their faith better in the public square.

The first of many annual Solas conferences 
(organised by Tim Allyn, our first employee) was 
launched, bringing world-renowned apologists 
and evangelists to Dundee, such as John Lennox, 
Sinclair Ferguson, Os Guinness and many others. 
Solas tackled various issues in newspapers, online 
(YouTube was only 5 years old!), at universities, 
and in government consultations.

Solas became involved with the European 
Leadership Forum, offering evangelism training 
and resources to church leaders across Europe. 
Week-long residentials were held on “persuasive 
evangelism”, an approach to sharing the gospel 
focusing on taking people’s questions seriously 
and working within their cultural context.

2015 - SOLAS MAGAZINE
Solas launched a new publication to help Christians 
think about cultural issues. Its legacy includes 
Gavin Matthews, now our Assistant Director, who 
served as a writer and sub-editor. The following 
year, David recruited Andy Bannister to take over 
the Director’s role at Solas.

We sadly lost Gordon Wilson in the summer of 
2017, but he would have been delighted to know 
that David Robertson preached the gospel at 
his funeral in St Peter’s Church in front of Alex 
Salmond, Nicola Sturgeon and John Swinney 
(possibly the last time they sat together!) amongst 
many attendees. It was a great embodiment of 
the vision of Solas – to be active in public life and 
then seize the opportunity to share the gospel.

David Robertson moved on to a new ministry 
opportunity in Australia in 2018, but Solas 
continued to grow. Andy Bannister led the 
ministry to focus exclusively on evangelism and 
evangelism training. The following year, a new 
conference series, Confident Christianity, was 
launched, as well as the Persuasive Evangelism 
Podcast, both of which have been mainstays of 
our ministry ever since.

2020 – BEYOND SCOTLAND
During the COVID lockdown, Solas took a step 
of faith to expand, as Gareth Black joined the 
team as a speaker based in Northern Ireland. The 
ministry’s impact was now reaching far beyond its 
Scottish roots. Andy relocated to England to be 
closer to family, while Gavin took on leadership 
in Scotland, where he was joined on the speaking 
team by Steve Osmond in 2023.

2025 – A LASTING LEGACY
Solas remains committed to bringing excellent 
evangelism and apologetics training to churches 
across the UK. We support Christian Unions from 
Southampton to Aberdeen by speaking at their 
mission weeks and other outreach events in a 
climate that has changed significantly from the 
antagonistic days of Richard Dawkins. What a 
difference 15 years can make! We are excited by 
the new interest and openness to the gospel, and 
are ready to grow and participate in God’s plans 
for the next 15 years.

John Lennox and David Robertson 
at the 2012 Solas Conference
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LOOKING AHEAD SIMON WENHAM

Our vision is to see the good news of Jesus 
proclaimed in every corner of the UK, and for all 
Christians to be empowered and equipped to 
share their faith. The needs and challenges may 
be great, but we continue to seek God’s will, as we 
strive to play our part in the great commission. 

As we look to proclaim the gospel wider, deeper, 
and further, we have embarked on an exciting 
and ambitious Strategic Plan that seeks to grow 
the work of Solas over the next three years.

WIDER
Solas plans to grow the ministry in a number of 
key areas this coming year:

•	 10% more evangelistic events with university 
Christian Unions

•	 25% of Confident Christianity training events 
to be accompanied by evangelistic events

•	 Twice as many Confident Christianity events 
as last year

•	 Six new areas of England and Scotland 
supported with training

•	 Four or more events in Northern Ireland, 
Eire and Wales

•	 Over 500,000 more social media hits

•	 10% more traffic to the website

DEEPER
As well as providing more spiritual investment 
in the team, Solas is looking to deepen core 
relationships to help advance the Kingdom. These 
include:  

•	 Churches: Partnering more closely to support 
congregations better

•	 Evangelists: Working with more guest 
speakers and writers to get the gospel out 
further

•	 Organisations: Collaborating with like-minded 
ministries to reach more people

SWAN SONG FOR SWAN HOUSE
Solas has been blessed with low-cost 
office space in Dundee for over a decade, 
but we are moving to pastures new! In 
the autumn, we’re relocating from Swan 
House to fresh office space in the heart 
of Perth.

 
“Thank you 

for helping us think 
about how to answer people’s 

questions - feeling the weight of 
their objections and not dismissing 

their questions while, with gentleness, 
getting them to examine their 

worldview and reframing the issue 
through a Christian lens.”

Daniella, Dundee Uni CU
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FURTHER
Solas is also launching new projects in the next 
year. They include:

•	 Schools resources: A webpage with videos 
and discussion questions for use in schools

•	 Prayer channel: A new way of getting up-to-
date ministry information from Solas

•	 Thrive ’25: A collaboration with Transform 
Work and the Business Connection to support 
Christians in their workplace across Scotland

•	 Courses: An online apologetics course and a 
Confident Christianity small group course

 

As Solas celebrates its 15th anniversary at the 
end of 2025, we look back with huge gratitude at 
all that God has done (see page 13). Thank you for 
standing with us, as we strive to see many more 
lives transformed by Christ in the year ahead.

Steve Osmond and Andy Bannister in a Q&A session at Found Church, Larbert

 
“We loved 

having Andy with us to 
train and encourage us in 

evangelism. His conversational 
and everyday approach takes 

the fear out of evangelism, and 
left us all feeling empowered and 

equipped to live on mission!”
Lewis Cameron, Glasgow Grace 

Church

https://thrivescotland.org/
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